[How can we recognize allergies in childhood?].
There is an increase in the prevalence of atopic disorders such as atopic dermatitis, allergic rhinitis/rhinoconjunctivitis. Apart from a positive family history, environmental and genetic factors play a major role in their development. The measures of choice for the diagnosis of allergic conditions is the history (personal or as reported by family members, for example). For in vivo testing in children, prick tests are employed. For in vitro diagnosis, determination of total IgE and specific IgE is used. If bronchial asthma is suspected, children older than 5 years, may be submitted to a diagnostic lung function test. Provocative testing is reserved for specific problems.